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SPEECH BY
SENATOR MAX BAUCUS
MONTANA EDUCATION ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL CONVENTION
OCTOBER 17, 1980
REALITIES AND EDUCATION
GOOD MORNING, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN.
I'D LIKE TO EXPRESS MY APPRECIATION TO THE MEA, AND
ESPECIALLY JOHN BOARD, FOR EXTENDING THIS INVITATION TO
BE WITH YOU TODAY.
I AM DELIGHTED, AS ALWAYS, TO BE BACK HOME, AND
DELIGHTED AT THE OPPORTUNITY TO MEET AND TALK WITH ALL OF
YOU.
I WON'T TALK AT GREAT LENGTH OR IN GREAT DETAIL.
I HAVE A FEW POINTS I'D LIKE TO MAKE, BUT I'M ALSO HERE
TO.LISTEN AND LEARN FROM ALL OF YOU,
YOU, ER ALL, ARE EDUCATIO PERTS -- WILL
CONTIN 0 RELY ON MEMBERS R ADVICE A OUNSEL ON WHAT
IS T AND BES FOR EDUC ON IN MONTA
I UNDERSTAND YOUR THEME IS: "REALITIES IN EDUCATION."
WHAT, THEN, ARE SOME OF THE "REALITIES" 
_MA FACING EDUCATION --
BOTH TODAY IN CONGRESS, AND MORE GENERALLY, THE REALITIES WHICH
THE 1980s WILL CERTAINLY BRING TO BEAR ON OUR EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM
IN THE PAST YEAR, ONE REALITY ABOVE ALL OTHERS HAS DOMINATED !'
IN WASHINGTON. THAT REALITY IS THE GROWING PRESSURE TO
BRING GOVERNMENT SPENDING INTO BALANCE WITH THE GOVERNMENT'S REVENUES,
TmTM7
JA0BUDGET BALANCING FEVER 4i RAGED THROUGH WASHINGTON
EARLY THIS YEAR AFFECTED ALL AREAS OF THE FEDERAL BUDGET4-PERHAPS
EDUCATION MORE PROFOUNDLY THAN ANY OTHER,
WHEN IT COMES TIME TO CUT BUDGETS AND RESTRAIN FEDERAL SPENDING,
EDUCATION PROGRS ARE OFTEN THE MOST VULNERABLE, PERHAPS BECAUSE
EDUCATION'S " ' IS NOT IMMEDIATELY APPARENT.
< I&UT(LIS THAT EVERY SINGLE
THAT IS WHY THE MEA, ALONG WITH ITS NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS IN
WASHINGTON, MUST CONTINUE TO BE O VIGOROUS AND RESPONSIBLE
KaAUM. ONLY THEN WILL "THE REALITY" OF BUDGET BALANCING
FEVER BE HANDLED IN A WAY THAT DOES NOT CAST DOUBT ON OUR COMMITMENT
TO #EXCELLENT EDUCATION FOR All AMERICANS.
1 All HERE -- AS YOU ARE -- TO AFFIRM THAT EDUCATION OF THE
HIGHEST QUALITY IS AN ESSENTIAL PRIORITY, NO MATTER WHERE THE
ECONOMIC ROULETTE WHEEL STOPS,
p~ F0 r&T& U - -e coA.; Csr /4As5
, RESISTED THE "MEAT AX" APPROACH TO THE
EDUCATION BUDGET. ALTHOUGH THE SENATE HAS NOT YET CONSIDERED
THE EDUCATION APPROPRIATIONS BILL FOR THE COMING YEAR, E-M4
Skmoe m 'AtiAA THE HOUSE JUST PASSED AN APPROPRIATIONS BILL
TOTALING OVER $14 BILLION.
TO PUT THIS FIGURE INTO PERSPECTIVE, CONSIDER THAT THE .1.x
<<tp 1970 FUNDING LEVEL FOR EDUCATION PROGRAMS WAS LESS THAN
$4 BILLION.
IN OTHER WORDS, FEDERAL FUNDING FOR EDUCATION HAS QUADRUPLED
IN THE LAST DECADE.
*0,THAT BUDGETARY PRESSURES HAVEN'T THREATENED SEVERAL
IMPORTANT EDUCATION PROGRAMS DURING THE PAST YEAR -- PROGRAMS
THAT ARE IMPORTANT TO MONTANA.
FOR EXAMPLE, IMPACT AIDg EARLY IN THE YEAR, THE ADMINISTRATION
PROPOSED A DRASTIC CUT IN IMPACT AID" MA. Pctg gP)4
VITAL TO GREAT FALLS AND MANY OTHER
MONTANA COMMUNITIES.
DUE LARGELY TO A VIGOROUS GRASS ROOTS LOBBYING EFFORT BY
EDUCATORS FROM AROUND THE COUNTRY, I AM PLEASED TO REPORT THAT
09~ifi $8Mit t IMPACT AID, FOR BOTH "A" AND "B" CHILDREN,
WILL BE ALMOST FULLY FUNDED THIS YEAR.
ANOTHER PROGRAM WAS THREATENED BY BUDGET CUTS THIS PAST YEAR --
SUPPORT AND INNOVATION GRANTS -- UNDER TITLE IV-C OF THE ELEMENTARY
AND SECONDARY EDUCATION ACT. THIS PROGRAM IS A
MODEL FEDERAL PROGRAM, OFFERING A GOOD DEAL OF DISCRETION FOR
LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS' PARTICULAR NEEDS. FLEXIBILITY IS THE
KEY TO TITLE IV-C'S SUCCESS.
YET, AN ADMINISTRATION RECISION REQUEST EARLIER THIS YEAR
WOULD HAVE SLASHED MONTANA'S TITLE IV-C FUNDS FROM OVER ONE-HALF
MILLION DOLLARS TO LESS THAN $60,000 -- AN AMOUNT SO LOW AS TO
BE UTTERLY USELESS.
AGAIN; AN INTENSIVE EFFORT, JOINED BY MANY CONCERNED EDUCATORS
IN MONTANA AND ELSEWHERE THROUGHOUT THE NATION HELPED RESTORE THESE
IMPORTANT DOLLARS.
TOO OFTEN, IT IS THOSE PROGRAMS -- LIKE IV-C AND IMPACT AID --
OVER WHICH THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT EXERCISES THE LEAST CONTROL AND
WHICH REQUIRE THE LEAST PAPERWORK, THAT ARE CUT FIRST. THIS, IN
MY VIEW, IS SHORTSIGHTED. EDUCATORS ON THE LOCAL AND STATE LEVEL
KNOW BEST HOW TO ALLOCATE PRECIOUS EDUCATION DOLLARS.
-p
THIS LEADS TO A SECOND REALITY: THE CONTINUED EFFORTS OF
SOME TO DIVERT PUBLIC FUNDS TO NON-PUBLIC SCHOOLS. THE USUAL
FORM IS.TUITION TAX CREDITS.
I RECOGNIZE THAT IN A COUNTRY AS VAST AND DIVERSE
AS OURS, THE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM WILL NOT BE THE FIRST OR BEST
CHOICE FOR ALL AMERICANS IN ALL SITUATIONS. FREEDOM OF CHOICE
IS A FUNDAMENTAL AMERICAN FREEDOM, AND PRIVATE SCHOOLS OF ALL
SORTS WILL CONTINUE TO BE AN IMPORTANT AND SIGNIFICANT PART OF
OUR EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM.
BUT, PRIVATE SCHOOLS MUST NOT EXIST AT THE EXPENE OF PUBLIC
SCHOOL( -O. OUR RESPONSIBILITY, AS CITIZENS, TEACHERS, AND
LEGISLATORS IS TO INSURE THAT ALL AMERICANS ARE GUARANTEED ACCESS
} TO A QUALITY EDUCATION APPROPRIATE TO THEIR NEEDS.
QUITE FRANKLY, I DO NOT THINKPROPOSALS, SUCH AS TUITION TAX
CREDITS, ARE A WISE OR JUDICIOUS-WAY TO INSURE ACCESS TO A QUALITY
EDUCATION FOR ALL AMERICANS.
BESIDES COSTING THE TAXPAYER MILLIONS OF DOLLARS -- THEREBY
FUELING AN ALREADY SEVERE INFLATION RATE -- SUCH PROPOSALS RAISE
CLEAR CHURCH-STATE CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS.
MOST FUNDAMENTALLY, I AM CONCERNED THAT TUITION TAX CREDITS
WOULD SERIOUSLY ERODE THE STRENGTH AND VIGOR OF OUR PUBLIC SCHOOL
SYSTEM. FOR THESE REASONS, 'I WILL CONTINUE TO STRONGLY OPPOSE
TUITION TAX CREDITS.
A THIRD REALITY I SEE FACING EDUCATION, AND PARTICULARLY
EDUCATION IN MONTANA, IS THE NEED FOR WASHINGTON
TO HAVE A FAR MORE PROFOUND AND SENSITIVE AWARENESS OF THE ROCKY
MOUNTAIN STATES' NEEDS.
AS YOU ALL KNOW, THE NEW DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION OPENED ITS
DOORS THIS MAY. THIS WAS NO OVERNIGHT DEVELOPMENT, EFFORTS TO
CREATE A CABINET LEVEL DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION HAVE BEEN ON-GOING
FOR THE PAST 125 YEARS,
THE NEW DEPARTMENT BRINGS TOGETHER OVER 150 PROGRAMS FROM SIX
DIFFERENT FEDERAL AGENCIES, AND IS AN IMPORTANT STEP TOWARD MORE
EFFICIENCY AND COORDINATION AMONG EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS.
MOST IMPORTANT*, THE NEW DEPARTMENT WILL GIVE EDUCATION THE
ATTENTION AND RESPECT IT DESERVES.
I WOULD CAUTION, HOWEVER, THAT CREATION OF A NEW DEPARTMENT DOES
NOT GUARANTEE SMOOTH SAILING.
THE .DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, LIKE ANY OTHER BUREAUCRATIC
INSTITUTION, MUST BE WATCHED CLOSELY, PRODDED, REBUKED AND
REDIRECTED WHEN NECESSARY. CONGRESSIONAL OVERSIGHT MUST BE
ON-GOING AND SHARPLY DIRECTED,
AS MONTANANS, WE CANNOT ALLOW WASHINGTON BUREAUCRATS TO MAKE
ALL-IMPORTANT EDUCATIONAL DECISIONS THAT SHOULD BE MADE HERE AT
HOME. WE CANNOT ALLOW MONTANA'S NEEDS AND CONCERNS TO GO UNVOICED
OR UNHEEDED. A RESPONSIVE EFFICIENT DEPARTMENT IS- IN ALL OUR
INTERESTS, BUT WE WILL HAVE TO WORK TO KEEP IT SO.
FOR TOO LONG, SMALL INSTITUTIONS IN MONTANA, LIKE SCHOOLS,
HAVE BEEN SUBJECTED TO BURDENSOME, INAPPROPRIATE FEDERAL REGULATIONS,
DRAFTED WITH LITTLE IF ANY THOUGHT TO THE UNIQUE CHARACTERISTICS
OF A VAST, SPARSELY POPULATED WESTERN STATE LIKE MONTANA.
THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION'S PROPOSED BILINGUAL EDUCATION
REGULATIONS MAY WELL BE AN EXAMPLE.
WITH THIS CONCERN IN MIND, I CO-SPONSORED THE REGULATORY
FLEXIBILITY ACT, NOW SIGNED INTO LAW. THE MEASURE SIMPLY REQUIRES
THAT FEDERAL REGULATIONS BE FLEXIBLE AND TAILORED TO THE SIZE AND
RESOURCES OF THE INSTITUTION BEING REGULATED,
DIP
0 . 4
I HAVE ALSO CO-SPONSORED A MEASURE WITH SENATOR MELCHER
URGING THE SECRETARY OF EDUCATION TO APPOINT A RURAL EDUCATION
COORDINATOR WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION. TWO WEEKS AGO,
I WAS INFORMED THAT SECRETARY HUFSTEDLER HAS DIRECTED ALL ASSISTANT
SECRETARIES WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION TO DESIGNATE RURAL
EDUCATION "CONTACT" PERSONS.
A SMALL, BUT SIGNIFICANT VICTORY FOR RURAL EDUCATION.
Wmmmmftiglh "WASHINGTON POLICY MAKERS." At~t D
W-INCLUDES THE NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION.
THE NEA IS A POWERFUL AND EFFECTIVE VOICE FOR TEACHERS'
@11W . BUT YOU MUST REMEMBER THAT THE NEA REPRESENTS ALL
OF ITS NEARLY TWO MILLION MEMBERS, THE VAST MAJORITY OF WHOM ARE
QI FROM THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION, MUCH LESS FROM MONTANA.
YOU AS MONTANA EDUCATORS CANNOT ASSUME THAT THE NEA KNOWS OR
ARTICULATES MONTANA'..- UNIQUE CONCERNS.
m 4 JLET THEM KNO . LET ME KNOW. FREQUENTLY AND FORCEFULLY.
THERE IS A FOURTH REALITY: . THAT
IS THE NEED FOR US, AS PARENTS AND AS TEACHERS, TO INSPIRE OUR
CHILDREN AS WE ENTER THE 1980s.
I KNOW THESE ARE TOUGH TIES FOR TEACHERS AND FOR SCHOOLS.
MANY OF YOU WORK LONG, HARD HOURS, OFTEN WITH LITTLE REWARD,
"TEACHER BURN OUT" IS A GROWING CONCERN MANY OF YOU KNOW AS
A DAILY REALITY. I KNOW IT IS EASY TO GET DISCOURAGED AS STRESSES
AND PRESSURES BUILD.
BUT I URGE EVERY ONE OF YOU TO KEEP UP THE FIGHT. FOR --
PERHAPS THE MOST IMPORTANT REALITY FACING EDUCATION TODAY IS ALSO
THE-SIMPLEST: TO INSPIRE )M STUDENTS TO ACCEPT THE CHALLENGES
THAT THE FUTURE 4M BRINGU THEY ARE THE FUTURE'S LEADERS -- IT
IS UP TO US TO TEACH THEM NOT ONLY TO READ AND WRITE, BUT TO
THINK AND CARE ABOUT THE FUTURE OF THIS COUNTRY.
GROWING UP IN HELENA, I WENT THROUGH MONTANA'S EDUCATIONAL
SYSTEM. I HAD SOME GOOD TEACHERS. I ALSO HAD SOME BAD TEACHERS.
BUT THE TEACHERS I REMEMPERiOSTg NPWVOIJADjTgjtOST DIFFERENCE
IN MY LIFE, WERE THOSE WHO GAVE ME AN ENTHUSIASM AND AN EAGERNESS
TO LEARN AND EXCEL. A
SO -- I SA TO ALL OF YO ODAY -- GIVE YOUR STUDEN
FOUNDATION. F SH.THEM WI H HE FU AM TAL LS THEY WILL
NEED AS THEY ENT E INTO E I R . BUT DON'T STOP THERE.
HALLE GE YOUR STUDENTS.
PUSH
THE 1980s PROMISE TO BE A CHALLENGING DECADE.
DEMOGRAPHIC, ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL REALITIES WILL CONTINUE TO
SHAPE AND CHANGE OUR SOCIETY. OUR EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM MUST CHANGE
AND EVOLVE AS WELL.
AS OUR POPULATION AGES, AND AS MORE AND MORE INDIVIDUALS CHOOSE
TO PURSUE THEIR EDUCATIONAL GOALS IN LATER LIFE, EDUCATION WILL
BECOME LESS A MANDATORY 12-YEAR STINT, AND MORE A LIFE-LONG ENDEAVOR.
THIS IS AN ENCOURAGING TREND. AS ERICH FROMM ONCE SAID,
"WHY SHOULD SOCIETY FEEL RESPONSIBLE ONLY FOR THE EDUCATION OF
CHILDREN, AND NOT FOR THE EDUCATION FOR ADULTS AT EVERY AGE?"
EQUAL ACCES .0 UBLIC ED A ION CONT ES TO BE A BURNING
ISS E. THE BA C GRA TS PR RAM, THE CA ION FOR T HANDICAPPED
ACT TITLE I AND COU CISIONS F LLOWIN THE N OF
DU 10 ECISION IN 1964 ALL DEMONSTRATE CONCERN IN THIS AREA.
yl
TN 19 44AS Eb A EDUGATifff-.1
. v -11-
HERE I MIGHF ADD, PARENTHETI.CALLY, THAT THE FEDERAL GOVERN,1ENT
MU PUT ITS DOLLARS WHERE ITS LAWS ARE. IN PARTICULAR, I A
THINK G OF THE EDUCATION OF THE HANDICAPPED ACT. CLEARL WE
CAN'T E ECT TEACHERS TO CARRY OUT THE LEGISLATIVE DATE WITHOUT
CLEAR GUID LINES AND SUFFICIENT FUNDS.
AS FRUSTR TED TAXPAYERS ARE INCREAS GLY LIKELY TO REJECT ilCiG4ER
PROPERTY TAXES A THE BALLOT BOX, EDU IONAL PROGRAMS WILL
BE SOUEEZED EVER RDER. IT WILL B ALL THE MORE IMPORTANT FOR
THE FEDERAL GOVERNM T TO CONSIST TLY AND CONVINCINGLY FULFILL
ITS COMMITMENT TO EDU TION.
THE FEDERAL GOVERNM T 1UST CONTINUE TO BE A RESPONSIBLE,
RELIABLE PARTNER.
THIS IS A "REALI " I BELI E THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT SHOULD
FACE ENTHUSIASTICAL . THE FEDE GOVERNMENT MUST PLAY A DYNAMIC
AND POSITIVE RO IN STRENGTHENING AMERICAN PUBLIC EDUCATION
SYSTEM.
WE AL CARE ABOUT THE QUALITY AND INTE ITY OF OUR EDUCATIONAL
SYSTEM. E MUST WORK TOGETHER TO MAINTAIN IT.
YOU, AS EDUCATORS ARE ON THE FRONT LINE. YOU KNOW THE REALITIES
YOU FACE BETTER THAN ANYONE ELSE.
ABOVE ALL, DON'T BE DISCOURAGED. DON'T LET THE NAYSAYERS GET
YOU DOWN. YOU ARE DOING A GOOD JOB, A RECENT GALLOP POLL INDICATES
THAT THE NATION'S SCHOOLS RANK SECOND ONLY BEHIND THE CHURCH ON THE
LIST OF AMERICAN INSTITUTIONS IN WHICH AMERICANS HAVE A "GREAT DEAL".
OF CONFIDENCE.
AND, 82 PERCENT OF THOSE POLLED FELT THAT SCHOOLS ARE
'EXTREMELY IMPORTANT" TO ONE'S FUTURE SUCCESS.
EDUCATION IS A MOST PRECIOUS FREEDOM, LET US WORK TOGETHER
TO PRESERVE IT.
AS PRESIDENT LYNDON BAINES JOHNSON ONCE.SAID, "AT THE DESK
WHERE*-1 SIT> I HAVE LEARNED ONE GREAT TRUTH. THE ANSWER FOR ALL
OUR NATIONAL PROBLEMS -- THE ANSWER FOR ALL THE PROBLEMS OF THE
WORLD -- COMES TO A SINGLE WORD. THAT WORD IS:"EDUCATION."
THANK YOU..
SPEECH BY
SENATOR MAX BAUCUS
MONTANA EDUCATION ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL CONVENTION
OCTOBER 17, 1980
REALITIES AND EDUCATION
GOOD MORNING, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN.
I'D LIKE TO EXPRESS MY APPRECIATION TO THE MEA, AND
ESPECIALLY JOHN BOARD, FOR EXTENDING THIS INVITATION TO
BE WITH YOU TODAY.
I AM DELIGHTED, AS ALWAYS, TO BE BACK HOME, AND
DELIGHTED AT THE OPPORTUNITY TO MEET AND TALK WITH ALL OF
YOU.
I WON'T TALK AT GREAT LENGTH OR IN GREAT DETAIL,
I HAVE A FEW POINTS I'D LIKE TO MAKE. BUT I'M ALSO HERE
TO LISTEN AND LEARN FROM ALL OF YOU,
-LZ-
YOU, AFTER ALL, ARE THE EDUCATION EXPERTS -- AND I WILL
CONTINUE TO RELY ON MEA MEMBERS FOR ADVICE AND COUNSEL ON WHAT
IS RIGHT AND BEST FOR EDUCATION IN MONTANA.
I UNDERSTAND YOUR THEME IS: "REALITIES IN EDUCATION."
WHAT, THEN, ARE SOME- OF THE "REALITIES" I SEE FACING EDUCATION --
BOTH TODAY IN CONGRESS, AND MORE GENERALLY, THE REALITIES WHICH
THE 1980s WILL CERTAINLY BRING TO BEAR ON OUR EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM,
IN THE PAST YEAR, ONE REALITY ABOVE ALL OTHERS HAS DOMINATED
ACTIVITY IN WASHINGTON. THAT REALITY IS THE GROWING.PRESSURE TO
BRING GOVERNMENT SPENDING INTO BALANCE WITH THE GOVERNMENT'S REVENUES,
THE BUDGET BALANCING FEVER THAT RAGED THROUGH WASHINGTON
EARLY THIS YEAR AFFECTED ALL AREAS OF THE FEDERAL BUDGET, PERHAPS
EDUCATION MORE PROFOUNDLY THAN ANY OTHER,
WHEN IT COMES TIME TO CUT BUDGETS AND RESTRAIN FEDERAL SPENDING,
EDUCATION PROGRAMS ARE OFTEN THE MOST VULNERABLE. PERHAPS BECAUSE
EDUCATION'S "CONSTITUENCY" IS NOT IMMEDIATELY APPARENT.
BUT THE FACT IS THAT EVERY SINGLE AMERICAN IS A DIRECT
BENEFICIARY OF OUR EDUCATION SYSTEM.
THAT -IS WHY THE MEA, ALONG WITH ITS NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS IN
WASHINGTON, MUST CONTINUE TO BE A VIGOROUS AND RESPONSIBLE SPOKESMAN
FOR EDUCATION. ONLY THEN WILL "THE REALITY" OF BUDGET BALANCING
FEVER BE HANDLED IN A WAY THAT DOES NOT CAST DOUBT ON OUR COMMITMENT
TO AN EXCELLENT EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM FOR AL AMERICANS.
I AM HERE -- AS YOU ARE -- TO AFFIRM THAT EDUCATION OF THE
HIGHEST QUALITY IS AN ESSENTIAL PRIORITY, NO MATTER WHERE THE
ECONOMIC ROULETTE WHEEL STOPS.
DUE IN LARGE PART TO THE NEA'S STRONG AND EFFECTIVE EFFORTS,
CONGRESS HAS, TO DATE, RESISTED THE "MEAT AX" APPROACH TO THE
EDUCATION BUDGET. ALTHOUGH THE SENATE HAS NOT YET CONSIDERED
THE EDUCATION APPROPRIATIONS BILL FOR THE COMING YEAR, I AM
PLEASED TO SAY THAT THE HOUSE JUST PASSED AN APPROPRIATIONS BILL
TOTALING OVER $14 BILLION.
TO PUT THIS FIGURE INTO PERSPECTIVE, CONSIDER THAT THE FISCAL
YEAR 1970 FUNDING LEVEL FOR EDUCATION PROGRAMS WAS LESS THAN
$4 BILLION.
IN OTHER WORDS, FEDERAL FUNDING FOR EDUCATION HAS QUADRUPLED
IN THE LAST DECADE.
NOT THAT BUDGETARY PRESSURES HAVEN'T THREATENED SEVERAL
IMPORTANT EDUCATION PROGRAMS DURING THE PAST YEAR -- PROGRAMS
THAT ARE IMPORTANT TO MONTANA.
FOR EXAMPLE, IMPACT AID. EARLY IN THE YEAR, THE ADMINISTRATION
PROPOSED A DRASTIC CUT IN IMPACT AID MONIES. YET, AS YOU ARE
ALL KEENLY AWARE, IMPACT AID IS VITAL TO GREAT FALLS AND MANY OTHER
MONTANA COMMUNITIES.
DUE LARGELY TO A VIGOROUSGRASS ROOTS LOBBYING EFFORT BY
EDUCATORS FROM AROUND THE COUNTRY, I AM PLEASED TO REPORT THAT
IT APPEARS AS THOUGH IMPACT AID, FOR BOTH "A" AND "B" CHILDREN,
WILL BE ALMOST FULLY FUNDED THIS YEAR.
ANOTHER PROGRAM WAS THREATENED BY BUDGET CUTS THIS PAST YEAR --
SUPPORT AND INNOVATION GRANTS -- UNDER TITLE IV-C OF THE ELEMENTARY
AND SECONDARY EDUCATION ACT. THIS PROGRAM IS, IN MANY WAYS, A
MODEL FEDERAL PROGRAM, OFFERING A GOOD DEAL OF DISCRETION FOR
LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS" PARTICULAR NEEDS. FLEXIBILITY IS THE
KEY TO TITLE IV-C'S SUCCESS.
YET, AN ADMINISTRATION RECISION REQUEST EARLIER THIS YEAR
WOULD HAVE SLASHED MONTANA'S TITLE IV-C FUNDS FROM OVER ONE-HALF
MILLION DOLLARS TO LESS THAN $60,000,-- AN AMOUNT SO LOW AS TO
BE UTTERLY USELESS.
AGAIN, AN INTENSIVE EFFORT, JOINED BY MANY CONCERNED EDUCATORS
IN MONTANA AND ELSEWHERE THROUGHOUT THE NATION HELPED RESTORE THESE
IMPORTANT DOLLARS.
TOO OFTEN, IT IS THOSE PROGRAMS -- LIKE IV-C AND IMPACT AID --
OVER WHICH THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT EXERCISES THE LEAST CONTROL AND
WHICH REQUIRE THE. LEAST PAPERWORK, THAT ARE CUT FIRST. THIS, IN
MY VIEW, IS SHORTSIGHTED. EDUCATORS ON THE LOCAL AND STATE LEVEL
KNOW BEST HOW TO ALLOCATE PRECIOUS EDUCATION DOLLARS.
THIS LEADS TO A SECOND REALITY: THE CONTINUED EFFORTS OF
SOME TO DIVERT PUBLIC FUNDS TO NON-PUBLIC SCHOOLS. *THE USUAL
FORM IS TUITION TAX CREDITS,
OF COURSE, I RECOGNI'ZE THAT IN A COUNTRY AS VAST AND DIVERSE
AS OURS, THE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM WILL NOT BE THE FIRST OR BEST
CHOICE FOR ALL AMERICANS IN ALL SITUATIONS. FREEDOM OF CHOICE
IS A FUNDAMENTAL AMERICAN FREEDOM, AND PRIVATE SCHOOLS OF ALL
SORTS WILL CONTINUE TO BE AN IMPORTANT AND SIGNIFICANT PART OF
OUR EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM.
BUT, PRIVATE SCHOOLS MUST NOT EXIST AT THE EXPENSE OF PUBLIC
SCHOOL SYSTEMS. OUR RESPONSIBILITY, AS CITIZENS, TEACHERS, AND
LEGISLATORS IS TO INSURE THAT ALL AMERICANS ARE GUARANTEED ACCESS
TO A QUALITY EDUCATION APPROPRIATE TO THEIR NEEDS.
QUITE FRANKLY, I DO NOT THINK PROPOSALS, SUCH AS TUITION TAX
CREDITS, ARE A WISE OR JUDICIOUS WAY TO INSURE ACCESS TO A QUALITY
EDUCATION FOR ALL AMERICANS,
BESIDES COSTING THE TAXPAYER MILLIONS OF DOLLARS -- THEREBY
FUELING AN ALREADY SEVERE INFLATION RATE -- SUCH PROPOSALS RAISE
CLEAR CHURCH-STATE CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS, .
MOST FUNDAMENTALLY, I AM CONCERNED THAT TUITION TAX CREDITS
WOULD SERIOUSLY ERODE THE STRENGTH AND VIGOR OF OUR PUBLIC SCHOOL
SYSTEM. FOR THESE REASONS, I WILL CONTINUE TO STRONGLY OPPOSE
TUITION TAX CREDITS.
WE MUST CONTINUE TO RESIST THE MOUNTING PRESSURE FOR
PUBLIC FUNDING OF NON-PUBLIC SCHOOLING AND DEVOTE OUR ENERGY
INSTEAD TO STRENGTHENING OUR PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM, WHICH REMAINS
ONE OF THE CORNERSTONES OF AMERICAN SOCIETY.
A THIRD REALITY I SEE FACING EDUCATION, AND PARTICULARLY
EDUCATION IN MONTANA, IS THE NEED FOR WASHINGTON POLICY MAKERS
TO HAVE A FAR MORE PROFOUND AND SENSITIVE AWARENESS OF THE ROCKY
MOUNTAIN STATES' NEEDS.
AS YOU ALL KNOW, THE NEW DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION OPENED ITS
DOORS THIS MAY. THIS WAS NO OVERNIGHT DEVELOPMENT. EFFORTS TO
CREATE A CABINET LEVEL DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION HAVE BEEN ON-GOING
FOR THE PAST 125 YEARS.
THE NEW DEPARTMENT BRINGS TOGETHER OVER 150 PROGRAMS FROM SIX
DIFFERENT FEDERAL AGENCIES, AND IS AN IMPORTANT.STEP TOWARD MORE
EFFICIENCY AND COORDINATION AMONG EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS.
MOST IMPORTANTLY, THE NEW DEPARTMENT WILL GIVE EDUCATION THE
ATTENTION AND RESPECT IT DESERVES,
I WOULD CAUTION, HOWEVER, THAT CREATION OF A NEW DEPARTMENT DOES
NOT GUARANTEE SMOOTH SAILING.
-i -
THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, LIKE ANY OTHER BUREAUCRATIC
INSTITUTION, MUST BE WATCHED CLOSELYj -PRODDED, REBUKED AND
REDIRECTED WHEN NECESSARY. CONGRESSIONAL OVERSIGHT MUST BE
ON-GOING AND SHARPLY DIRECTED.
AS MONTANANS, WE CANNOT ALLOW WASHINGTON BUREAUCRATS TO MAKE
ALL-IMPORTANT EDUCATIONAL DECISIONS THAT SHOULD BE MADE HERE AT
HOME. WE CANNOT ALLOW MONTANA'S NEEDS AND CONCERNS TO GO UNVOICED
OR UNHEEDED. A RESPONSIVE EFFICIENT DEPARTMENT IS . IN ALL OUR
INTERESTS, BUT WE WILL HAVE TO WORK TO KEEP IT SO.
FOR TOO LONG, SMALL INSTITUTIONS IN MONTANA, LIKE SCHOOLS,
HAVE BEEN SUBJECTED TO BURDENSOME INAPPROPRIATE FEDERAL REGULATIONS,
DRAFTED WITH LITTLE IF ANY THOUGHT TO THE UNIQUE CHARACTERISTICS
OF A VAST, SPARSELY POPULATED WESTERN STATE LIKE MONTANA.
THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION'S PROPOSED BILINGUAL EDUCATION.
REGULATIONS MAY WELL BE AN EXAMPLE.
WITH THIS CONCERN IN MIND, I CO-SPONSORED THE REGULATORY
FLEXIBILITY ACT, NOW SIGNED INTO LAW. THE MEASURE SIMPLY REQUIRES
THAT FEDERAL REGULATIONS BE FLEXIBLE AND TAILORED TO THE SIZE AND
RESOURCES OF THE INSTITUTION BEING REGULATED,
COMMON SENSE, IT WOULD SEEM.
m0m
I HAVE ALSO CO-SPONSORED A MEASURE WITH SENATOR MELCHER
URGING THE SECRETARY OF EDUCATION TO APPOINT A RURAL EDUCATION
COORDINATOR WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION. TWO WEEKS AGO,
I WAS INFORMED THAT SECRETARY HUFSTEDLER HAS DIRECTED ALL ASSISTANT
SECRETARIES WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION TO DESIGNATE RURAL
EDUCATION "CONTACT" PERSONS.
A SMALL, BUT SIGNIFICANT VICTORY FOR RURAL EDUCATION.
I REFERRED EARLIERTO "WASHINGTON POLICY MAKERS."
THAT INCLUDES THE NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION.
THE NEA IS A POWERFUL AND EFFECTIVE VOICE FOR TEACHERS'
CONCERNS. BUT YOU MUST REMEMBER THAT THE NEA REPRESENTS ALL
OF ITS NEARLY TWO MILLION MEMBERS, THE VAST MAJORITY OF WHOM ARE
MIL FROM THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGION, MUCH LESS FROM MONTANA.
YOU AS MONTANA EDUCATORS CANNOT ASSUME THAT THE NEA KNOWS OR
ARTICULATES MONTANA'S UNIOUE.CONCERNS.
LET THEM KNOW. LET ME KNOW. FREQUENTLY AND FORCEFULLY.
THERE IS A FOURTH REALITY THAT I'D LIKE TO TOUCH UPON. THAT
IS THE NEED FOR US, AS PARENTS AND AS TEACHERSTO INSPIRE OUR
CHILDREN AS WE ENTER THE 1980s.
I KNOW THESE ARE TOUGH TIMES FOR TEACHERS AND FOR SCHOOLS.
MANY OF YOU WORK LONG, HARD HOURS, OFTEN WITH LITTLE REWARD.
"TEACHER BURN OUT" IS A GROWING CONCERN MANY OF YOU KNOW AS
A DAILY REALITY, I KNOW IT IS EASY TO GET DISCOURAGED AS STRESSES
AND PRESSURES BUILD.
BUT I URGE EVERY ONE OF YOU TO KEEP UP THE FIGHT. FOR --
PERHAPS THE MOST IMPORTANT REALITY FACING EDUCATION TODAY IS ALSO
THE.SIMPLEST: TO INSPIRE YOUR STUDENTS TO ACCEPT THE CHALLENGES
THAT THE FUTURE WILL BRING. THEY ARE THE FUTURE'S LEADERS -- IT
IS UP TO US TO TEACH THEM NOT ONLY TO READ AND WRITE, BUT TO
THINK AND CARE ABOUT THE FUTURE OF THIS COUNTRY.
A MONUMENTAL RESPONSIBILITY, BUT ONE I KNOW YOU CAN HANDLE.
GROWING UP IN HELENA, I WENT THROUGH MONTANA'S EDUCATIONAL
SYSTEM. I HAD SOME GOOD TEACHERS. I ALSO HAD SOME BAD TEACHERS.
BUT THE TEACHERS I REMEMBER MOST, AND WHO MADE THE MOST DIFFERENCE
IN MY LIFE, WERE THOSE WHO GAVE ME AN ENTHUSIASM AND AN EAGERNESS
TO LEARN AND EXCEL.
SO -- I SAY TO ALL OF YOU TODAY -- GIVE YOUR STUDENTS A SOLID
FOUNDATION. FURNISH THEM WITH THE FUNDAMENTAL SKILLS THEY WILL
NEED AS THEY VENTURE INTO THE WORLD. BUT DON'T STOP THERE,
CHALLENGE YOUR STUDENTS,
PUSH THEM TOWARD NEW FIELDS AND NEW IDEAS, AND HELP THEM
TO APPRECIATE THE IMPORTANCE OF LIFE-LONG LEARNING AND SELF-
ENRICHMENT.
CONCLUSION
THIS HAS BEEN A YEAR OF MANY CHALLENGES FOR EDUCATION,
THE 1980s PROMISE TO BE A CHALLENGING DECADE.
DEMOGRAPHIC, ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL REALITIES WILL CONTINUE TO
SHAPE AND CHANGE OUR SOCIETY. OUR EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM MUST CHANGE
AND EVOLVE AS WELL.
AS OUR POPULATION AGES, AND AS MORE AND MORE INDIVIDUALS CHOOSE
TO PURSUE THEIR EDUCATIONAL GOALS IN LATER LIFE, EDUCATION WILL
BECOME LESS A MANDATORY 12-YEAR STINT, AND MORE A LIFE-LONG ENDEAVOR.
THIS IS AN ENCOURAGING TREND. AS ERICH FROMM ONCE SAID,
"WHY SHOULD SOCIETY FEEL RESPONSIBLE ONLY FOR THE EDUCATION OF
CHILDREN, AND NOT FOR THE EDUCATION FOR ADULTS AT EVERY AGE?"
EQUAL ACCESS TO PUBLIC EDUCATION CONTINUES TO BE A BURNING
ISSUE. THE BASIC GRANTS PROGRAM, THE EDUCATION FOR THE HANDICAPPED
ACT, TITLE I, AND COURT DECISIONS FOLLOWING THE BROWN vs, BOARD OF
EDUCATION DECISION IN 1964 ALL DEMONSTRATE CONCERN IN THIS AREA.
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HERE I MIGHT ADD, PARENTHETICALLY, THAT THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
) MUST PUT ITS DOLLARS WHERE ITS LAWS ARE. IN PARTICULAR, I AM
THINKING OF THE EDUCATION OF THE HANDICAPPED ACT. CLEARLY, WE
CAN'T EXPECT TEACHERS T0 CARRY OUT THE LEGISLATIVE MANDATE WITHOUT
CLEAR GUIDELINES AND SUFFICIENT FUNDS,
AS FRUSTRATED TAXPAYERS ARE INCREASINGLY LIKELY TO REJECT
PROPERTY TAXES AT THE BALLOT BOX, EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS WILL
BE SOUEEZED EVER HARDER. IT WILL BE ALL THE MORE IMPORTANT FOR
THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO CONSISTENTLY AND CONVINCINGLY FULFILL
ITS..COMMITMENT TO EDUCATION.
THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT MlUST CONTINUE TO BE A RESPONSIBLE,
RELIABLE PARTNER.
THIS IS A "REALITY" I BELIEVE THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT SHOULD
FACE ENTHUSIASTICALLY. THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT MUST PLAY A DYNAMIC
AND POSITIVE ROLE IN STRENGTHENING THE AMERICAN PUBLIC EDUCATION
SYSTEM.
WE ALL CARE ABOUT THE QUALITY AND INTEGRITY OF OUR EDUCATIONAL
SYSTEM. WE MUST WORK TOGETHER TO MAINTAIN IT.
THE 1980s SHOULD BE A TIME OF HIGHER EXPECTATIONS, NOT LOWER
EXPECTATIONS, WE MUST CONTINUE TO IMPROVE THE PROFESSIONAL STATUS,
WELFARE AND PERSONAL FINANCIAL SECURITY OF TEACHERS IN THIS COUNTRY.
MORE THAN EVER, THE 1980s WILL BE A TIME FOR ALL OF US TO GET
INVOLVED IN EDUCATION -- PARENTS, TEACHERS, STUDENTS AND ENTIRE
COMMUNITIES.
YOU, AS EDUCATORS ARE ON THE FRONT LINE. YOU KNOW THE REALITIES
YOU FACE BETTER THAN ANYONE ELSE. IT IS UP TO YOU TO GET THE MESSAGE
TO LOCAL, STATE AND FEDERAL OFFICIALS. USE THE POWER AND EFFECTIVENESS
OF THE MEA TO COMMUNICATE YOUR NEEDS AND CONCERNS
ABOVE ALL, DON'T BE DISCOURAGED. DON'T LET THE NAYSAYERS GET
YOU DOWN. YOU ARE DOING A GOOD JOB. A RECENT GALLOP POLL INDICATES
THAT THE NATION'S SCHOOLS RANK SECOND ONLY BEHIND THE CHURCH ON THE
LIST OF AMERICAN INSTITUTIONS IN WHICH AMERICANS HAVE A "GREAT DEAL"
OF CONFIDENCE.
AND, 82 PERCENT OF THOSE POLLED FELT THAT SCHOOLS ARE
'EXTREMELY IMPORTANT" TO ONE'S FUTURE SUCCESS.
EDUCATION IS A MOST PRECIOUS FREEDOM. LET US WORK TOGETHER
TO PRESERVE IT.
AS PRESIDENT LYNDON BAINES JOHNSON ONCE SAID, "AT THE DESK
WHERE -I SIT-, I HAVE LEARNED ONE GREAT TRUTH. THE ANSWER FOR ALL
OUR NATIONAL PROBLEMS -- THE ANSWER FOR ALL THE PROBLEMS OF THE
WORLD -- COMES TO A SINGLE WORD. THAT WORD IS "EDUCATION."
THANK YOU.
